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Enhancing access to justice through Lao Bar 
Association Project 

Access to Justice: 
•  is a basic human right as well as an indispensable means to combat poverty 

and to prevent or resolve conflicts. 
•  It is the ability of people to seek and obtain a remedy for their grievances 

through formal or informal institutions and mechanisms of justice.   
•  ensuring that judicial outcomes are just and equitable. 
•  with strong linkages between democratic governance, poverty reduction 

and access to justice 
•  strengthen legal profession institute function of LBA   

UNDP support to access to justice is at the centre of its global mandate to 
eradicate poverty and to advance human development.  

funding by AusAID, European Commission and The Asia Foundation  



Key activity  
•  Public Legal Education: We coordinate a nation-wide campaign to educate citizens about 

their legal rights and the role of lawyers through radio and television programs, by distributing 
brochures, and by conducting interactive presentations to villagers about land, trafficking, 
family, and civil disputes. 

•  Mobile Legal Aid Activities: We operate a mobile legal aid clinic that travels to villages 
surrounding Vientiane. Legal aid lawyers disseminate law materials, answer questions, and 
provide legal advice and representation to villagers facing legal conflicts. These activities are 
coordinated with the Department of Justice and local village chiefs. 

•  Provincial Legal Aid: We manage two legal aid clinics in Oudomxay and Champasack 
provinces; both provinces have a high concentration of ethnic minorities. Legal aid lawyers 
based in the provinces conduct public legal education and outreach to rural villagers, offer 
legal advice and legal representation to poor and vulnerable citizens, and support community-
based paralegals. Common cases include land conflicts, human trafficking, criminal, and 
family disputes. 



Legal Aid 
•  Established in June 2007 until March 2011 under UNDP 

supports to the Lao Bar Association Access to Justice Project  
•  Legal Aid Budget for 2010: 170,290$ 

 Target group: intend to improve people’s access to justice, 
especially of vulnerable and disadvantaged such as the poor, 
women, children, people with disabilities and also minorities 
who live in remote/rural area, unable access to justice.  

•  Average income less equivalent 356$ per year which certify 
by village chief. 













Statistic  

2007 to 2008: 
–  Legal advice by villagers access to lawyer: 288 villagers

(111females) 
 type of cases: 68 criminal cases, 148 civil cases, 46 family 
cases, 20 other cases. 

 by phone and hot line after TV program 564 times. 
–  legal aid litigation: 28 cases, appointed legal aid lawyers to 

represent as legal protection in processing of justice(20 
criminal and 8 civil cases) 



2009: 
– Legal advice by villagers access to lawyer: 359 

villagers(92 females) 
 type of cases: 45 criminal cases, 203 civil cases, 
18 family cases, 45 others. 

 by phone and hot line after TV program 835. 
–  legal aid litigation: 19 cases, appointed legal aid 

lawyers to represent as legal protection in 
processing of justice(12 criminal, 12 family, and 
3 land) 



Where the poor can access to legal 
aid lawyer 

•  There are 7 Lawyer office units based in 
Vientiane city(2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 9)  

•  Regional lawyer office no.2 at Savanaket 
province 

•  Legal aid regional office in 2 provinces : 
Oudomxay and Champasak 

•  and through partners/network 
•  2009: 19 legal aid lawyers per 101 lawyers in 

country 
•  A2J(July 2010): access to justice survey. 



Village Focus International (VFI) 
Rights-LINK Project: 

Rights, Land, Information, Network and Knowledge 



•  Why is Rights-LINK? 

–  VFI has been working experiences in Salavan (sustainable management 
on land and natural resource as part of reduction poverty and 
development) 

–  government policy on relocation and increasing investments for 
agriculture development   

–  population growth  
–  there are increasing land conflicts 
–  capacity challenge: farmers and local government officials, CSOs lack 

awareness and access to information on land and legal rights and 
responsibilities and often do not understand their rights and 
responsibilities. 

–  There are few feedback mechanisms and two-communication channels 
between local level implementation and policy and planning levels 



Big challenge: 

•  the poor are seeking land for life/livelihood 
but corporations are seeking land for 

profit. 

what/how is balancing between social and 
economic development and public 
interest-sustainable development? 



Project Development Goal: 

 The governance and sustainable 
management of land and natural 

resources in Lao PDR is strengthened 
through improvements in information 
access, participation and capacity of 

key actors 



Project Components: 

Component 1: Knowledge Networking 
 LINK Resource centre, public space, produce material.....  

Component 2:  Local Land Use and 
Management 

Component 3: Capacity Development 
 Conflict management training, support  community-
based paralegal, legal dissemination    



Linkage between LBA, other actors and CSOs to promote the 
rule of law as step by step. 

to promote legal rights awareness is a component of the rule of law 
development: 

•  CSO has important role in term of contribute their better understand 
on local issues/problems/needs to law maker to ensure public 
interest. 

•  strong local partners/network 
•  project activities based locally and working directly with villagers 
•  better follow up/mentoring on their project activities based and 

sustainable 
•  knowledge sharing and collaboration in order to fulfill/integrate 

knowledge management by adding value of realistic issues in 
society to legal perspectives/dimensions   

•  linking policy to practice and feedback mechanism through CSO 



Thank you! 


